
Reading building blocks: phase 1 word reading

Echo read

Choral 
read

Jump in 
read

Teacher
read

Line by 
line read

Speed 
read

Can you 
find it?

Break it 
up.

Spot it

Let’s
read!

All stages

Novice readers Y2Early readers 
EYFS-Y1 Novices (Y2) and beyond

__/__/__



Reading building blocks: phase 1 word reading

Early readers 
Let’s read cluster

Novice readers 
Let’s read cluster

Growing expertise 
Let’s read cluster



Reading building blocks phase 2.1 basic understanding (essential)

What do 
we know 
so far?

Zoom in, 
zoom out

Who what 
where when 
how?

What’s the 
word

All stages, every lesson Growing expertise, every lesson



Reading building blocks phase 2.2 deeper understanding 

Did you 
notice?

Agree, 
disagree, 
can’t tell.

It’s there 
because…

I wonder 
why/what?

Got the 
gist?

What’s your 
impression ?

All stages Y1+

Growing 
expertise

Growing expertise 
Y5-6 only



Reading building blocks phase 3 build the mental model

What I 
love is…

Book talk

What type 
of story?

I predict Now I know

Paraphrase it

All Stages

Y1+

Growing expertise 
version of ‘what I 
love is’

Growing 
expertise 
Y5&6 only



Early readers EYFS cluster 

Early readers 
Let’s read cluster

Sometimes + 
fluency block

Always
Basic 

understanding cluster

Phase 1 Word reading and fluency Phase 2.1 Basic 
understanding

Phase 2.2
Deeper understanding

Phase 3
Build the mental 
model

Please note, where blocks 
are joined they should be 
done together. If separate 
then they can be treated as 
separate tasks

Each Ph 3 task has Ph 2.2 tasks that 
help to build towards it. 
Choose 1 linked 2.2 task to scaffold 
towards a Ph. 3 answer



Early readers Y1 cluster 

Early readers 
Let’s read cluster

Sometimes + 
fluency block

Always
Basic 

understanding cluster

Phase 1 Word reading and fluency Phase 2.1 Basic 
understanding

Phase 2.2
Deeper understanding

Phase 3
Build the mental 
model

Please note, where blocks 
are joined they should be 
done together. If separate 
then they can be treated as 
separate tasks

Each Ph 3 
task has Ph 
2.2 tasks that 
help to build 
towards it. 
Choose 1 
linked 2.2 
task to 
scaffold 
towards a Ph. 
3 answer

Now I know



Novice readers Y2 cluster

Novice readers 
Let’s read cluster

Sometimes + 
one item from 
fluency block

Always
Basic 

understanding cluster

Phase 1 Word reading and fluency Phase 2.1 Basic 
understanding

Phase 2.2
Deeper understanding

Phase 3
Build the mental 
model

Please note, where blocks 
are joined they should be 
done together. If separate 
then they can be treated as 
separate tasks

Each Ph 3 
task has Ph 
2.2 tasks that 
help to build 
towards it. 
Choose 1 
linked 2.2 
task to 
scaffold 
towards a Ph. 
3 answer



Growing expertise Y3-4 cluster

Growing expertise 
Let’s read cluster

Sometimes + 
one item from 
fluency block

Always
Basic 

understanding cluster

Phase 1 Word reading and fluency Phase 2.1 Basic 
understanding

Phase 2.2
Deeper understanding

Phase 3
Build the mental 
model

Please note, where blocks 
are joined they should be 
done together. If separate 
then they can be treated as 
separate tasks

Each Ph 3 
task has Ph 
2.2 tasks that 
help to build 
towards it. 
Choose 1 
linked 2.2 
task to 
scaffold 
towards a Ph. 
3 answer



Growing expertise Y5-6 cluster

Growing expertise 
Let’s read cluster

Sometimes + 
one item from 
fluency block

Always
Basic 

understanding cluster

Phase 1 Word reading and fluency Phase 2.1 Basic 
understanding

Phase 2.2
Deeper understanding

Phase 3
Build the mental model

Please note, where blocks 
are joined they should be 
done together. If separate 
then they can be treated as 
separate tasks

Each Ph 3 
task has Ph 
2.2 tasks that 
help to build 
towards it. 
Choose 1 
linked 2.2 
task to 
scaffold 
towards a Ph. 
3 answer
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